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Issue 4433, February 2017 
 

Next club meeting: February 27th, 2017, 7:00 pm, Buffalo West Restaurant, 7101 Camp 
Bowie Blvd  
 
Presidents Corner: by James Meadows  
 
Flying season is almost here.  Although with the mild 

weather, some of us and perhaps more than usual have 

been able to get a flight or two in this winter.   We start 

this flying season with a huge event, when 75 SAE teams of 

college students from around the world converge on 

Thunderbird Field March 10-12.  Tom Blakeney for the 

SAE and Gerry Stanford for the Thunderbirds are 

heading up the event.  If this is your first time to see these 

young engineers in action, you will be surprised by the 

ingenuity, craftsmanship and enthusiasm of these students.  

We can always use additional help, so if you want to assist 

in this event, but just haven’t found the time to commit, 

it’s never too late.  

 Several folks have been extremely busy this month, not 

only taking care of the field preparation for the SAE event, 

but also completing some much needed field maintenance.  

On your next visit to the field check out the new table tops 

and seats. Your drive will be a little smoother as well; the 

pot holes on Peninsula Rd have been patched.  This was a 

joint effort! The Corp, provided most of the patch 

material, the thunderbirds the labor and additional 

material.  My sincere thanks to all who came out for the 

table repairs and the road crew.   

Got an idea for field improvements, event, or presentation 

for the club meetings?   Contact your club officers by 

email or phone!  

As a reminder, you must display your AMA card, in the 

frequency board during your flight time, even if you are 

the only one present.   

Blue skies and smooth landings.  

Vice Presidents Corner: by Gary Cummings 

No Report this month. 

January Meeting Minutes: by Bill Lake 

 
James Meadows (President): James opened the meeting at 
1900.  James recognized Ken Knotts and welcomed him 
back into the Thunderbird fold after his time in the 
hospital.   Ken mentioned that he was happy to be out of the 
hospital, back with the club, and eating real food.  Ken also 
mentioned that he will be getting the website back up-to-
date immediately.  
  

James mentioned that the officers were considering options 
to possibly develop a listing of skills possessed by club 
members.  Such a listing might be helpful when other 
members of the Thunderbirds are seeking a specific type of 
expertise.  For instance, Chris Berardi is interested in 
identifying a commercial architect.  
  
The holiday party had 75 attendees and was a notable 
success.  Now we are at the time to start making initial 
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arrangements for the 2017 party.  Any and all inputs are 
appreciated.  You can submit any suggestions or feedback 
directly to James. 
 
Several successful events were recently held, including 
Toys for Tots, Fun Fly, and Black Eye Pea. 
 

Upcoming Events: 
 
SAE 9-12 March with Saturday and Sunday (11 & 12 
March) being the competition fly days.  Flight activities 
begin at 0800 both days.  Inspection training is at 0700 on 
Friday followed by inspections at 0800.  We are still in need 
of volunteers. 
 

Show & Tell: 
 
Gary Alphin brought in his 3 year project RCMA (?) 
trainer.  Wing cord similar to the Kaos and Dirty Birdie.  
Built with die cutting method.  Fully symmetrical airfoil.  
The first airplane Gary has ever painted and it looked 
pretty good (if you can wait 3 years).  Sam Corlett did the 
tail handiwork with a vinyl cutter.  Weighs about seven 
pounds.  Another project on the work bench is a giant scale 
Corsair. He found his pilot at  www.warbirdpilots.com who 
have lots of pilot choices and hoped to have the Corsair out 
at the field within the next month. 
 

 
 
Ed Furche showed us his 70mm fiberglass F9F Cougar.  
Sprayed with polyurethane.  Has not flown yet.   

 
 

Bernie Olson had his Blue Angel Senior Pattern airplane of 
which he personally built the fiberglass fuselage mold.  
Designed in early 70s in Japan.  Built the mold from the 
remnants of a lost airplane.  Glued the pieces together to 
create a mold for the fuselage.  7 lbs 6 oz. with OS .65 
engine.  Two servos on the horizontal tail. 
 

 
 
Woody Lake did not disappoint us when he showed off his 
FlyZone B-25 and Dynam T-28.  B-25 from tower Hobbies.  
Jolly Roger paint scheme on the T-28.  The T-28 Flew like a 
slug on first flight but managed to get it on the ground 
safely. Modifications: added flaps, Skull and cross bones on 
the tail came from sticky transfers printed on Avery labels 
and installed a carbon fiber rod on the horizontal stab.  
Increased battery size on second flight with better results.  
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Bill Lake (Secretary):  Highlighted AMA membership 
renewals in need of attention and encouraged members to 
monitor their individual dues dates.  There were no minutes 
from December due to the holiday party. 
 

Chris Berardi (Treasurer):  reviewed membership 
statistics and need to renew for 2017 membership and 
privileges.  Discussed interest in developing a member 
business directory and expanded on his desire to find a 
commercial architect to design a brew house in Hudson 
Oaks.  Also need to start planning this coming December’s 

holiday party because dates fill up fast and venues go first 
come first reserved.  Financial data was reviewed. 
 

Mel Wells (Safety):  encouraged all members to start the 
year off right by reviewing AMA Safety Rules.  Every 
member is responsible for adhering to and enforcing the 
safety rules at Thunderbird Field.  Come out and support 
SAE and have some fun.  It is a great event. 
 

Old Business: 
 
 The approved projects of helipad and pilot box, picnic 
tables, jet engine run-up deflectors, tool shed shelving, and 
signage were reviewed.  We need the jet engine users to 
kindly use the blast deflectors and help save our grass and 
infield.  There is one at each end and they are easily moved 
to facilitate your operations. 
 

New Business: 
 
The club needs a new CD for the Summer Float Fly.  
Woody Lake stepped up and volunteered. 
 
We need to firm up the dates on the 2017 calendar events.  
CDs and responsible leads please contact Ken Knotts with 
dates so that he can keep the events page on the website 
current.  According to our club Bylaws, event dates need to 
be recorded by June for the following year. Numerous event 
dates were discussed and Ken has made the changes to the 
webpage.  Bill Lake volunteered to assist Ken as his back-
up for the website. 
 
James is seeking feedback on preferences for the holiday 
party – Fri vs. Sat evening?  Stick with Botanic Gardens?  
  
Gerry Stanford reminded everyone that the SAE event is 
six weeks away and we are still seeking volunteers.  
  
Raffle:  Congratulations to Tommy Perry, Terry Davis, 
Sarge Bell, Ed Kessler, Rob Lowe, James Meadows, and 
thank you to Woody Lake who donated several packages of 
nylon fixtures and donated additional materials available in 
the back of the room. 

 

Treasurers Report: by Chris Berardi 

 
See Attachment A 
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Joe Jopling: by Ken Knotts 

 
Joe was a man with many interests and a lot of 
knowledge.  We would get in discussions about a 
variety of things from airfoils to air pressures.  
Discussions would often lead to looking things up on the 
Internet.  After thorough research Joe was usually 
right which is OK because I would most often learn and 
understand some engineering principal. 
 
However, I finally prevailed on one of our last 
discussions.  Someone was flying a trainer with a 
tricycle landing gear and the front landing gear was 
bent forward.  I told him that would make the nose 
gear unstable.  Joe said no, that it would be more stable 
because of caster effect like a bicycle front wheel. 
 
I Googled caster effect and learned a lot from the 
research.  Caster is where the hinge line is leaning 
forward.  As you can see from the diagram below, the 
pivot point is forward and the wheel touches the 
ground behind the pivot point and makes the steering 
stable.  That is why you can ride a bike with “Look 
mom, no hands”. 
 

 
 
If the pivot line were vertical, and the shaft bent 
forward, it would make the steering unstable.  It would 
be like pushing a wheelbarrow fast, try it some time. 

 
 

Casters, like those on a chair, have no caster effect at 
all because the hinge line is vertical and the wheel is 
offset so the wheel follows the hinge line.  This is called 
follow effect.  Joe called that one right too. 

 
How to Find New Life: by Bernie Olson 

 
After straining my favorite pattern plane through a tree in September it seemed to 

be time to make lemonade.  I’d been thinking about making a fuselage mold for 

future Blue Angels and this provided the impetus to make that happen. 

The damaged fuselage was pieced back together then smoothed with filler and 

primer.  The plastic canopy had been broken in the crash so it was replaced with a 

fiberglass duplicate.  The horizontal stabilizer halves were sawn off leaving a flat, 

filleted area on each side for installing future stabs.  

  

This was also a good time to adjust some of the things that were never quite right 

with the original model.  The incidence of the stab was tweaked to correct for up-

trim that the original model required.  The nose wasn’t quite symmetric from side to 

side so that was corrected and the nose ring was adjusted for 2⁰ of right thrust. 

 

A shadow board was assembled with a cutout matching the profile of the repaired 

fuselage.  This was made from 3/16 inch plywood with 1x4 pine 

boards screwed to the back side to make a rigid, straight box.  

Minwax was brushed onto the surface of the plywood to seal its 

surface.  The finished fuselage plug was dropped into the shadow 

board so that half of it was exposed.  Modelling clay was stuffed into 

the gap between the plug and shadow board then scraped flush with 

a six-inch metal scale. 

 

Several coats of Johnson & Johnson Carnuba wax were rubbed into the plug and shadow board then they were coated 

with polyvinyl alcohol (PVA) mold release. 
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Eight plies of glass were layed up over the plug and board using West System epoxy.  The first ply was three ounce satin-

weave glass to minimize pin holes and give a smooth surface finish.  

The other plies were of six ounce satin-weave glass.  Satin-weave 

glass conforms to contours more easily than bidirectional glass and is 

much less frustrating to lay up.  Heavier glass could be used for later 

plies to get a quicker build-up but this is what I had on hand.  After 

curing, the shadow board was removed leaving the first half of the 

mold with the plug.  This was also waxed then PVA was applied. 

 

Note that a more durable, longer-lasting, mold could be produced by brushing on a high-viscosity surface coat prior to the 

first glass ply.  This is a non-sag epoxy that is too thick for laminating glass.  The surface of the mold then has a thick 

epoxy layer that fills into corners and eliminates voids that often form when draping the glass cloth.  Let this surface coat 

harden to a tacky state before laying up the glass plies.  This surface can also be polished once the molds have cured for 

nicer looking parts.  The main downside of using this surface coat is that it adds to the cost of the molds since another 

material has to be procured.  Skipping this surface coat is fine if the molds are intended for non-production personal use 

for a few models.  For production molds, add a surface coat. 

 

The second half of the mold was layed up in the same manner as the first half.  

After curing the plug was removed (OK, busted out) and the two halves of the 

mold were touched up and completed.  That touch-up would be minimized if a 

surface coat had been used.  

These molds were then waxed and a pair of fuselages 

layed up with two plies of fiberglass.  The first ply 

was three ounce glass and the second was six ounce 

satin weave.  Graphite tow was sandwiched between the two plies running from the wing to 

the vertical tail to add some additional stiffness to the aft fuselage. 

 

The excess glass was trimmed off the shells then, after curing, they were popped out of the 

molds.  Note that the glass is easily trimmed after the epoxy has started to set but not yet 

hardened.  A sharp X-Acto knife or razor blade works well for trimming at this point.  That’s 

usually a few hours after lay-up.  They can also be trimmed after the shells have hardened.  At 

that point an abrasive cutoff wheel or tin snips do the job nicely. 

 

The two shells were then reinserted into their molds and joined to each other with fiberglass ‘tape’ soaked in epoxy.  Wax 

the molds prior to this step to keep from gluing the whole mess into one big unusable trophy.  The tape can be cut from 

fiberglass fabric used during the layup or procured in 1 inch widths.  It’s easier to use the pre-woven tape since it doesn’t 

unravel while being brushed down but both methods work fine.  Joining the two halves while they are in their molds helps 

maintain their alignment.  In narrow areas, like the leading edge and tip of the vertical tail, glass or graphite tow can be 

easier to use than tape since it stuffs into tight corners more easily than fabric.  Tow is straight, unwoven, fiber that 

typically come rolled on a bobbin. 

The two shells were then reinserted 

into their molds and joined to each 

other with fiberglass ‘tape’ soaked in 

epoxy.  Wax the molds prior to this 

step to keep from gluing the whole 

mess into one big unusable trophy.  

The tape can be cut from fiberglass 

fabric used during the layup or 
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procured in 1 inch widths.  It’s easier to use the pre-woven tape since it doesn’t unravel while being brushed down but 

both methods work fine.  Joining the two halves while they are in their molds helps maintain their alignment.  In narrow 

areas, like the leading edge and tip of the vertical tail, glass or graphite tow can be easier to use than tape since it stuffs 

into tight corners more easily than fabric.  Tow is straight, unwoven, fiber that typically come rolled on a bobbin. 

 

Two fuselages were layed up with the goal of creating a pair of identical 

Blue Angels.  On the fuselage pictured the graphite tow is seen running 

from the wing saddle up the vertical tails.  This was an attempt to stiffen the 

aft fuselage which is often soft on some glass fuselages like the Dirty Birdy 

ARF that is so popular with SPA flyers.  Graphite tow can also be seen in 

the nose since it was used to bond the firewall to the shells.  A fillet was 

formed with the tow around the perimeter of the firewall creating a fillet to 

strengthen the joint.  I just happen to have a lot of graphite tow lying 

around so it gets used liberally. 

 

For these planes another couple of molds were created for a lower nose 

hatch and belly fairing that blends the wing with the bottom of the fuselage.  

In the end, a pair of Blue Angels were raised from the wreckage of another.  

Wing and stab cores came from Eureka.  Both planes are painted with 

Klass Kote and their finished weight came in at 7 lb 1.3 ounce and 7 lb 1.6 

ounce.  Three months from splinters to a pair of completed birds and they 

both fly sweet! 

 

 

 
 
SAE: by Gerry Stanford Thunderbird SAE Coordinator 
 
SAE is rapidly approaching and I am pleased to announce that the “Thunderbirds are Go” … as usual. A fair 
amount of work is still before us as our team ramps up with field preparations beginning Thursday March 9th. We 
always have more room for volunteers so if your schedule permits please contact Bill Lake and get in on the fun 
and a chance to win some wonderful prizes. There is a mandatory inspection class for inspectors that begins 
sharply at 7am the morning of the inspection. The SAE flying begins at the field Saturday Morning March 11th at 
8am with some volunteers starting at 6am. With our exceptional team of volunteers I am confident we will provide 
our guests with an experience and memories they will not soon forget. Thank you for all for making this possible. 
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Safety 
 

Here is a good tip. It is called Situation Awareness. That term is something that we all should keep in mind in 
everything we do in our day to day life. In this case, I want to inform you of a couple minor incidents that I observed a 
couple of weeks ago. Both involved throttle settings for electric aircraft, but also applies to Glow or Gas powered 
models. 
First incident: 
Aircraft was positioned on engine run stand. Transmitter power was turned on and all control settings were verified 
as properly set, including Throttle stick. Pilot connected battery to ESC cable and arming sequence was in error and a 
continuous beep sounded until battery was disconnected. Motor did not run. Pilot checked transmitter and saw that 
the throttle stick was set about ¼ position. A throttle not set to minimum alarm appears to be a built in safety feature 
on Tactic radio systems. Investigation found that the operators coat tail had bumped the throttle when he leaned over 
the transmitter to connect the battery. Reset controls and connected the battery and all was well.  
Second incident – Same day: 
Operator’s model armed properly and was ready to fly. While the aircraft was on the taxi way heading east, the 
operator felt a little warm and removed his coat. During this process his model started an eastward high speed taxi 
across the hard surface runway and the grass runway. Same situation, coat tail bumped the throttle stick to a high 
throttle setting. The operator was able to cut the throttle before any damage or loss of control. That model had 
multiple uneventful flights the rest of the day. 
Moral of the story: Be aware of where your radio transmitter is located when operating your clothing. See you at the 
field. 

Mel Wells Safety Officer 

 
Table and Road Repair Crews: by Ken Knots 
 
Thanks to everyone who helped repair the picnic tables with new tops and benches. These guys repaired all 10 tables 
very quickly and they look great. 
 

 
 

Also a Thank you to the crew who helped with pothole repair.  The potholes on Peninsula Rd. have been repaired. We 

used all the asphalt repair that the Corps of Engineers had and to get more from Home Depot. Pete Lucas and I (mostly 

Pete) finished the repairs today. The potholes have been repaired in both directions from our gate. The road is now 

ready for SAE traffic. You guys, once again, did a great job. 
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Note: Just like the real thing. One guy working and three more supervising. 

Road to Top Gun - Mike Gatwood’s Convair CV-440 / VT-29B: by Gerry Yarrish Model Airplane News 

Senior Editor 

 

 
Wow! It’s hard to believe but it that time again to start 
sharing our information on the newest contestants 
planning to compete at the 2017 Top Gun Scale 
Invitational help at Paradise Field in Lakeland, FL. 
Hosted by Frank Tiano, this year’s competition kicks 
off on the week of May 1 through 7. As always, our 
“Road to Top Gun” posts and article will help heat up 
the excitement by highlighting the many pilots and 
their amazing aircraft all hoping to earn the title “Mr. 
Top Gun. Here’s our first post. 
 
Mike Gatwood will be competing at Top Gun with his 
beautiful Convair CV-440. From Slidell, Louisiana, 
Mike has been in the hobby for 12 years. He’s a 
member of North Shore RC Club in Slidell and the 

Cross Flyers club in Poplarville, Mississippi. Mike has 
assembled ARFs but much prefers to scratch built or 
build kits. During the spring to fall he enjoys visiting 
other area clubs from Mobile Alabama, Jackson 
Mississippi, to Bomber Field in Texas with many clubs 
in between. Mike thinks it’s important to support area 
clubs and enjoy meeting other hobbyist. 
 
The Airplane: 
 
The plans are from Don Smith Plans and the ribs and 
formers were cut by Kit Cutters. The build took 3 years 
to complete. It is finished with fiberglass over built-up 
balsa with light ply formers and balsa ribs. The landing 
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gear is by Century Jet driven by a retract air system, 
and aluminum wheels are from Robert. 
 

 
 

 
 

The aircraft is controlled by a Futaba transmitter and 
receiver. It has 3-6.6 volt LiFe, 2100mAh batteries, (1 
for the receiver and Futaba 3010 servos and 1 for each 
of two ignitions). The engines are DLE 35cc gassers 
with Morpower adjustable props. The paint is Behr 
premium plus enamel with Rust-Oleum Ultra Cover 
Satin Clear. Foil tape was used for the polished 
aluminum panels placed in 2” X 4”panels. The takeoff 
weight is 49 pounds. 

 

 

Also referred to as the VT-29B pictured here with myself and the crew chief Leland “Red” Shores for the full-size,  aircraft 
number 51-7909) from 1958 to 1959. Red provided Mike a letter of authenticity for his competition airplane. 
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Members Photos 
 

 
Gerry Standford’s Stuka   Pilot Unknown   Woody’s P-40 

 

 
 

THUNDERBIRD 2016 CALENDAR 
 

DATE   EVENT     POINT OF CONTACT 
 
March 9-10-11  SAE      Gerry Stanford  
 
March 17-18  WAMS Swap Meet    Weatherford Aero Modelers 
 
April 22   SPA Contest     Gary Alphin 
 
May 13   Warbird Fly-In    Ed Kettler 
 
July 4   Club Picnic     Club Officers 
 
August 5   Summer Float Fly    Woody Lake 
 
??    Try RC Day     Ed Kettler 
 
September 23-24  SPA      Gary Alphin 
 
September 30 Oct 1 Pylon Race     Gary James, Sarge Bell 
 
October 21 -22  Aliance AirShow 
 
    Benbrook Heritage Fest 
 
October 21   Electric Fly-In     Tom Blakeney 
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November 5  Winter Float Fly 
 
November ?  Toys for Tots 
 
December 9  Club Christmas Party 
 

www.fwthunderbirds.orgwww.fwthunderbirds.orgwww.fwthunderbirds.orgwww.fwthunderbirds.org 

 

President:  James Meadows 

E-Mail: jamslam1099@gmail.com

Vice President:  Gary Cummings 
E-Mail: 

gary.a.cummings@sbcglobal.net 

 

Secretary:  Bill Lake 

E-Mail: wjl728@yahoo.com 

Treasurer:  Chris Berardi        

E-Mail: mikadopilot@gmail.com 
Safety Officer: Mel Wells               

E-Mail: malekat@sbcglobal.net   
Pilot’s Log:  Woody Lake                       

E-Mail: at6pilot@att.net                                   

 
Club Officers 2016 

 

          
Pres: James Meadows VP: Gary Cummings Sec: Bill Lake  Safety: Mel Wells  Treas: Chris Berardi 

 

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTIZERS 

 

  
Roy’s Hobby Shop  817 268-0210   JT’s Hobby Shop  817 244-6171 
1309 Norwood Dr. Hurst TX 76053   8808 Camp Bowie Blvd. Fort Worth TX 76116 
www.royshobby.com     jtshobby@yahoo.com 
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ATTACHMENT A 
 

Treasurers Report: by Chris Berardi 

 

The 2017 membership roster is looking very well 
indeed. I have handed out around 140 keys to 
renewing and new members. At the end of 2016, we 
ended up with 203 members, not including honorary 
which is a fair indicator of the health of the club. Of 
all the letters I’ve sent out, I probably had 4 come 
back to me because members had changed addresses 
and not update the club directory. This delayed their 
key by several weeks in some cases - the post office 
doesn’t seem to handle returned mail with any 
priority. That’s why, even for renewing members we 
ask you to fill out a membership application - it’s easy 
to forget that you have a new email address for 
example. You can fill out an application on the web 
site, or send me an email with your details. 
 
Generally speaking, the March roster is our official 
club roster that is transmitted to the membership and 
we spend quite a bit of time chasing down members 
for missing information required for both our and the 
AMAs versions.  
One very important thing to note in 2017. Your AMA 
membership may not expire at the end of the year as 
the AMA has changed how they administer new and 
renewing members. Now, your AMA membership 
runs for one year from the date that you joined: it no 
longer expires at the end of the calendar year as in the 
past. Consequently, the officers receive a monthly 
update from them AMA with a list of expiring 
members. As you can imagine, this can result in a 
situation where we have an active club member whose 
AMA membership has expired. What happens when 
that member arrives at the field hoping to fly? 
According to our agreement with the Corps of 
Engineers and our club regulations, you must have a 
valid AMA membership to fly at the field. 
 
What is more problematic is if we have non-club 
members flying at the field whose membership has 
expired. We would have no visibility into their AMA 
status with one important exception - the AMA card 
itself. This is why it is important to place your AMA 
cards in the frequency board and incumbent upon all 
of us to remind everyone to do the same. Not that this 
has to be said - but a scrap of paper or a drivers 
license is not a substitute! An AMA receipt or a copy 
of your card is (though now the AMA is sending out 2 
cards). Be sure to check your cards and keep your 
membership current!  
 

 
 

Badges 
 
I still have a fair number of badges for 2016 members 
in my truck. If you were a member in 2016 and don’t 
have a badge, I have it - but not for long as the 
president has asked me to get them mailed out. I am 
expecting to have that accomplished before our 
February club meeting. 
 

Membership 
 
Below is the latest headcount. Thanks to all our new 
members and we’ll introduce you at our February 
club meeting. One change that I have made in how we 
count the membership is in how we deal with family 
memberships. Previously, all members of a family, 
including the principal member, were counted as 
family. Now, the principal member will be counted as 
an individual member and only dependent members 
will be counted as family. This change makes it easier 
to tally family members. It should be noted that a 
family membership is only for a child as defined in our 
bylaws - adults require their own individual 
membership. 

 

Membership 
Type 

Co
unt 

Individual 124 

Family 18 

Associate 2 

Life 9 

Service 0 

TOTAL 153 

  
 
We now have a pretty good archive of members who 
were officers through the years although there is still 
some clean-up required to determine the full list of 
honorary members. At some point the club will need 
to stipulate the qualifications and nomination process 
for honorary members in the bylaws.  
   

Club Projects 
 
As the weather improves, you’ll see other field 
improvement projects taking shape. One that I’ll be 
working on is being led by Keith Maddox and that is 
the pouring of a helicopter and drone pad plus a pit 
area on the north end of the field. Andy Peurifoy will 
also be helping us to lay out the markings in 
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preparation for digging the footings. We’ll have the 
use of a tractor provided by our vice-president, Gary 
Cummings.  
 
We have some other ideas that need to be added to the 
planning including pouring a pad to accommodate a 
new utility shed much like the one we have (if 
approved). 
 
Ultimately, you decide how you would like the field 
improved and where we can target the use of your 
membership dues to enhance the functionality and 
beauty of our site. Please approach any officer with 
your ideas - or send us an email, the addresses are in 
the newsletter. 
 

Lost and Found 
 
Did you know that your club key opens the lock to the 
Lost and Found box in the parking lot? This is where 
we will place typical objects left at the field such as 
tools, starters and badges. You may also place your 
2016 keys within and I’ll pick them up from there. 
There is another box that hangs on the frequency 
board but that should be kept for relatively small 
items and not tools. Water intrudes into that box and 
causes anything metal to rust making a mess of 
anything else that is in there. Try to use the Lost and 
Found box wherever possible. The lost and found box 
is not for sandwiches, diapers or other perishable 
organic matter! Items not retrieved within a 
reasonable amount of time will be disposed of to make 
room for more lost stuff! 

 
 

Christmas Party 2017 
 
That’s right, arrangements are already being made for 
our 2017 Christmas Party hard on the heels of the 
fabulous one we had this year at the Fort Worth 
Botanic Gardens. Take time to mark your calendars 
for, Saturday, 9th December, 2017. Our party will once 
again be held at the Botanic Gardens in the lovely Red 
Bud room. This time, we’ve booked several more 
hours and I’m sure we’ll find ways to fill it with 
entertainment. 
 
That’s it for this month - see you at the club meeting 

and at the field when the time changes to Daylight 
Saving Time on Sunday, 12th March. 

 
 

 

For SALE:  

 Want a Thunderbird RC Association glass  

Complete with emblem Fort Worth   

16 Oz to hold your beverage of choice,  

Supplies are limited.   

Cost is $5.00 each.   

Contact James Meadows by email.   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 


